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Acronyms Meaning

CAS

CNSC

ISPS Code

CONAFE

CQN

DAP

DAPC

DAT/PAL

DCAP

DDLM

DEX

DFC

DGD

DIT

DRH

TEU

NIS

MINT

SDGs

PAD

RDR

RTC

SNDS

TBPD

TMFD

Analysis and Statistics Unit

Cameroon National Shippers’ Council

International Ship and Port Facility Security Code

National Trade Facilitation Committee

Quality and Standards Unit

Directorate of Port Development

Analysis, Prospection and Cooperation Division

Transitional Administration of the Port Authority of Limbé

Harbour Master ’s Office

Directorate of Dredging and Maritime Logistics 

Directorate of Operations 

Directorate of Finance and Accounting

Directorate General of Customs

Douala International Terminal 

Directorate of Human Resources

Twenty- foot Equivalent Unit

National Institute of Statistics

Ministry of Transport

Sustainable Development Goals

Port Authority of Douala

Towing Management Unit

Container Terminal Management 

National Development and Statistics Strateg y 

Wood Terminal Company ( Terminal Bois du Port de Douala)

Fruit Terminal ( Terminal Mixte Fruitier de Douala)

Signs Meaning
- Absolutely no results

... No result available
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The Port Authority of Douala (PAD), as part of its marketing and strategic development 
drive, is publishing the sixth edition of its Maritime and Port Statistical Yearbook.
Its production helps improve the availability of statistical information on national port and 
maritime platforms to promote transparency and good governance and better formulate
development policies.

<<
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The information contained in this edition covers commercial, operational, financial, social and 
environmental statistics, as well as those relating to the use of the Public Port Domain of Doua-
la-Bonabéri and the activities, conceded for 2019 to 2024.
The objective is to build up a database of indicators to monitor the development of activities at 
the port of Douala-Bonabéri and ensure a clear picture of all operations and operational perfor-
mances.
This document is the result of close collaboration between PAD and the National Institute of 
Statistics (NIS), as part of the implementation of the National Strategy for the Development of 
Statistics (SNDS), in accordance with the new regulatory and institutional framework (Law No. 
2020/010 of 20/07/2020) governing statistical activity in Cameroon and laying down the ethical 
rules and basic principles for the production of statistics.
PAD would also like to take this opportunity to thank all the key players, especially the technical 
partner NIS, who contributed to the drafting and production of this document. <<

THE GENERAL MANAGER,

PrefacePrefacePrefacePreface

Cyrus Ngo’o
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CONCEPTS, KEY DEFINITIONS

AND METHODOLOGY OVERVIEW

The following concepts are used in port
activities and need to be defined to 
make them easier to understand for
various users. 
Average waiting time of ves-
sels at the base buoy: the ave-

rage time between the arrival of a vessel at the 
base buoy and the arrival of the pilot on board.
Base buoy: an area reserved for anchoring vessels.
Average cargo of vessels: the average tonnage 
of cargo carried by a vessel during a port of call.
Bulk cargo: any unpackaged cargo.
Quay: a structure built for berthing ships.
Port: a transit area for cargo between the sea or ri-
ver and land. It is also made up of all the companies 
and terminals for the reception of vessels and cargo 
transhipment.
Average gantry output: the average number of 
movements made by a gantry crane per hour.
Average vessel dwell time at the quay: average 
berthing time of a vessel.
Average dwell time of containers: average time 
between the arrival of a container at the terminal 
and its actual departure date.

Containerisation rate: tonnage ratio of containe-
rised cargo to the overall traffic.
Quay occupancy rate: intensity of berth occupancy. 
Lorry dwell time in the yard: average time a lorry 
spends in the parking area.  
Container terminal: infrastructure specialising in 
the container transshipment between different mo-
des of transport.
Gross tonnage: vessel’s total carrying capacity.
Net tonnage: actual tonnage carried by a vessel.
Overall cargo traffic: tonnage of cargo loaded and 
unloaded. It comprises long-distance and local cargo 
traffic.
Long-distance cargo traffic: tonnage of cargo 
loaded and unloaded by international shipping.
Local cargo traffic: tonnage of cargo loaded and 
unloaded by local shipping (cabotage, fishing and 
bunkering).
Overall vessel traffic: number of vessels berthed for 
all types of navigation (long-distance and local).
Storage areas: areas used for storing cargo.
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1.2	 METHODOLOGY OVERVIEW

The production of this statistical yearbook 
is based on the National Quality Assurance 
Framework recommended for statistical
production in Cameroon. It was carried 
out in five (05) stages :
(i) development of the yearbook template 
and data collection tools,
(ii) data collection, (iii) exploitation and
processing of data collected, (iv) drafting,
(v) publication and dissemination. i. Development of the yearbook template

The indicators for the template for this
document were, on the one hand, extracts 
from the PAD strategy, the PAD performance 
framework and the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), and on the other hand, supple-
mented by an analysis of the information needs 
of the PAD’s Group technical departments and 
external structures (MINFI, MINEPAT, MINT, 
NIS, BEAC, UNCTAD, AGPAOC, AfDB, etc.).
Thus, the general template has a structure that 
includes all the actions of the PAD strategy, 
the requirements of the SNDS, and the mo-
nitoring indicators at the international level.

ii. Data collection
The production of this document required 
the collection of data from several struc-
tures, including the PAD Group (PAD, RTC, 
RDR, DPS), the Ministry of Trade, the Ge-
neral Directorate of Customs, the National
Institute of Statistics, the Cameroon National Ship-
pers’ Council, the National Trade Facilitation Com-
mittee, the Port Authorities of Kribi and Limbé, etc.

iii. Data exploitation and processing the data 
collected
was entered, reconciled and processed. All the 
information produced was cross-checked and 
consolidated to produce summary tables and 
graps. 

iv.  Drafting of the statistical yearbook
the data processed at the end of the data collec-
tion has been inserted into tables or presented in 
graphs to make it easier to use.

v.  Publication and dissemination
the validated version of the Statistical Year-
book of PAD is distributed in both hard 
and digital formats, in Cameroon’s two of-
ficial languages (French and English).
The digital version will be posted on the website 
of PAD. In addition, a hard copy of the docu-
ment will be sent to the various partners of PAD.

<<



PAD Statistical Yearbook : The Port of Douala-Bonabéri in figures, 2025 edition

CHAPTER II:

20

PRESENTATION OF

THE PORT OF DOUALA BONABERI

2.1	 DESCRIPTION

The Port of Douala-Bonabéri is the logistics hub where most of Cameroon’s maritime and port activities
take place. It is an estuary port on the Wouri River in the heart of the Gulf of Guinea, linked to the sea by a
50km-long access channel.  Handling 70% of Cameroon’s foreign trade traffic, the Port of Douala-Bonabéri is 

the leading port in the CEMAC zone and the main gateway to the landlocked states in the sub-region, notably Chad, 
the Central African Republic and the northern part of the Congo. For its operation, the Port of Douala-Bonabéri 
has the following infrastructures, superstructures and equipment built or acquired over the last five (05) decades:

- a fruit terminal; - an oil Dolphin; - a gas terminal; - a wood terminal; - an ore terminal; 
- a station on the oil dolphin at the wood terminal;

•	 650 of linear metres of quay dredged at 11.5 metres,
•	 01 loading ramp for RO-RO traffic (handling Ro-Ro traffic),
•	 03 quay gantry cranes each with a 40-tonne capacity,
•	 02 mobile cranes,
•	 12 yard gantry cranes each with a 40-tonne capacity,
•	 01 container loading and unloading warehouse,
•	 27 hectares of fully paved platforms.

The Port complex of Douala-Bonabéri has other important infrastructures, including, particularly:
- 03 car yards;
- 06 modern bonded warehouses built and 04 others under construction;
- 20 berths with a total length of 3100 linear metres for the berthing of vessels;
- an asphalt road network of approximately 30 km with extension works in progress;
- a 20-km railway network undergoing renovation, linked to the national network;
- a hazardous materials depot;
- a private industrial logistics zone; 
- a network of high-precision weighbridges for weighing products transported in lorries and trains;
- a Medical and Social Centre and a sports complex for sports and recreational activities (PAD Clubhouse).

- a container terminal fully modernised since 2002, with a real-time capacity of 9,000 containers, inclu-
ding :
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2.2	 INSTITUTIONAL EVOLUTION

The Port Authority of Douala (PAD) is a state-owned company managing the Port of Douala-Bonabéri. In that 
capacity, it is responsible for the management, promotion and marketing of the Port of Douala-Bonabéri and 
must be kept regularly informed of developments in its maritime and port activities.The Port Authority of 

Douala (PAD), in its current legal form, was created by Decree No. 99/130 of 15 June 1999 in application of Law No. 
98/021 of 24 December 1998 to organise the national port sector, thus taking over from the former National Ports 
Authority of Cameroon (ONPC). 
Since 2020, PAD is engaged in a wide-ranging process to make certain port services autonomous, and has set up 
the following management units:

PAD has a legal personality and financial autonomy, and its ambition is to make the Port of Douala-Bonabéri the 
pole of reference at the heart of the Gulf of Guinea, thus implementing the directives of the President of the Re-
public, His Excellency Mr. Paul BIYA. To achieve this, PAD has benefited from an institutional environment that is 
conducive to the implementation of its ambitions, particularly the following laws and regulations:

- Law No. 98/21 of 24/12/1998 to organise the port sector;
- Law No. 99/016 of 22/12/1999 to lay down the general rules and regulations governing public establishments 
and enterprises of the public and semi-public sector; 
- Law No. 2017/011 of 12/07/2017 to lay down the general rules and regulations governing public corporations;
- Decree No. 99/127 of 15/06/1999 to set up autonomous port bodies;
- Decree No. 99/130 of 15/06/1999 to establish the organisation and functioning of PAD;
- Decree No. 2019/163 of 24/06/2002 to approve the statutes of the Port Authority of Douala;
- Decree No. 2013/289 of 04/06/2013 to approve the amendments of Articles 32 and 34 of the statutes of the Port 
Authority of Douala;
- Decree No. 2019/034 of 24/01/2019 to reorganise the Port Authority of Douala;
- Decree No. 2019/035 of 24/01/2019 to approve the statutes of the Port Authority of Douala;
- Decree No. 2019/320 of 19/06/2019 to specify the terms of application of certain provisions of Law
Nos. 2017/010 and 2017/011 of 12/07/2017 to lay down the general rules and regulations governing public esta-
blishments and public corporations;
- Decree No. 2019/321 of 19/06/2019 to lay down categories of public corporations and the remuneration, al-
lowances and benefits of their managers;
- Order No. 00000201/MINFI of 04/05/2020 to classify public corporations in Cameroon.

The new impetus for the development and modernisation of the Port of Douala-Bonabéri, driven by the cur-
rent management of PAD is reflected in the adoption and implementation of the 2020-2050 Development 
Master Plan. This is facilitated by Law Nos. 2019/034 and 2019/035, respectively, to reorganise and ap-
prove the statutes of the Port Authority of Douala, which give PAD genuine Local Port Authority instruments.

•	 The Container Terminal Management (RTC S.A.);
•	 The Towing Management Unit (RDD S.A.);
•	 The Dredging Management Unit (RDD);
•	 The Safety and Security Management Unit, known as Douala Port Security (DPS);
•	 The Property Management Unit (RPI).
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2.3	 MISSIONS OF PAD

2.4	   ORGANISATION OF PAD

The Port Authority of Douala (PAD) ensures the management, promotion and marketing of the Port of Douala-Bonabéri. In 
this capacity, and within the limits of its district and in all the dedicated areas for which it is in charge, it is responsible for:

As a result, the Top Management has embarked on several investments, including, bringing the Port up to internationally 
recognised standards in the sector, through the following:

• the general coordination of port activities;
• the planning of port development in collaboration 
with the relevant bodies;
• the organisation and carrying out of equip-
ment works, the extension, improvement, renewal,
reconstruction, maintenance of the port and its
subsidiaries, and the establishment and development of 
industrial port areas;
• the security and policing of operations in the port and 
its outbuildings;
• the management, maintenance and renovation 
of port infrastructure and equipment allotted to it;
• the protection of the port environment;
• the supervision of works entrusted to specialised 
companies, including dredging;
• the conformity check between the service provided 
and the associated tariffs;

1.	 Developing the Upstream and Downstream zones of the port road network to improve traffic flow in response 
to a key recommendation of the Cameroon Business Forum;

2.	 Removing the wrecks that have been causing the congestion of quays, water bodies and docks to make the port 
more navigable; 

3.	 Providing physical security to the port area by installing a surveillance system for the port and coastline to en-
able efficient management of maritime traffic and biometric and perimeter control of entrances to the Douala 
port area;

4.	 Reconstructing new bonded warehouses in line with modern port warehousing standards;
5.	 Reconstructing a modern dolphin on the Oil Jetty;
6.	 Reviewing and adapting concession contracts on port activities to make them effective levers for modernising 

and developing the port economy;
7.	 Internalising dredging, with the acquisition of new floating crafts and cutting-edge equipment for ongoing 

maintenance of the channel, waterways, docks and quaysides;
8.	 Acquiring multifunctional equipment to ensure safety of navigation and maritime signalling;
9.	 Internalising towing and container terminal management activities.	

The Port Authority of Douala (PAD) is organised as follows: 

• the management of the port community within 
the Advisory Steering Committee set up in this port;
• the coordination of industrial and commercial
activities related to port operations, particularly,
warehousing, stevedoring, ship-to-ship transshipment, 
handling, towing, mooring, consignment, storage, ter-
minal management, piloting, transit, ship bunkering; 
• the general coordination of all public services and
bodies that contribute to or benefit from the port
activity;
• the promotion of cultural, sporting and social life
activities;
• the support to local, social and cultural sustai-
nable development activities of local communities.

A General Assembly

A Board of Directors

A Central Administration.
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3.1 CARGO TRAFFIC

CHAPTER III: 

COMMERCIAL STATISTICS  

This chapter reviews the evolution of cargo traffic and vessel movements over the reference period.

Table 1: Evolution of the cargo traffic (in tonnes)

Graph 1: Evolution of the overall cargo traffic (tonnes)
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Graph 2: Evolution of long-distance cargo traffic (in tonnes)

Graph 3: Evolution of domestic cargo traffic (in tonnes)
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Graph 4: Evolution of local cargo traffic (in tonnes)

Graph 5: Evolution of cargo in transit traffic (in tonnes)
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Table 2: Traffic of Hinterland countries in transit at the port of Douala (in tonnes)
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Table 3: Evolution of long-distance import traffic structure (in tonnes) 

Table 4: Evolution of main imported products (in tonnes)
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Table 7: Evolution of long-distance export traffic by product group (in tonnes)
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3.2 CONTAINER MODAL SHIFT
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Graph 8: Evolution of container haulage shares per mode of transport

3.3 VESSEL MOVEMENTS
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CHAPTER IV: 

OPERATIONAL STATISTICS  

This section reviews the operational performance of the port complex of Douala-Bonabéri.

4.1	 DURATION OF VESSEL PORTS OF CALL 
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4.2	 VESSEL CAPACITY 

4.3	 RATE AND PRODUCTIVITY OF BERTHS 
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4.4	 Container terminal performance 
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CHAPTER V: 

5.1 FINANCIAL STATISTICS

5.1.1 Financial indicators

5.1.2 Expenditures

42

FINANCIAL, SOCIAL AND

ENVIRONMENTAL STATISTICS 
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FINANCIAL, SOCIAL AND

ENVIRONMENTAL STATISTICS 
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5.2 SOCIAL STATISTICS
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5.3 ENVIRONMENTAL STATISTICS
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CHAPTER Vi: 

6.1 STATISTICS ON INFRASTRUCTURES

STATISTICS ON INFRASTRUCTURES,

SUPERSTRUCTURES AND EQUIPMENT 

This chapter deals with statistics on infrastructures, superstructures and equipment.
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6.2 STATISTICS ON SUPERSTRUCTURES

6.3 STATISTICS ON EQUIPMENT
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CHAPTER ViI: 

7.1 STATISTICS ON GOVERNANCE

7.2 STATISTICS ON SECURITY

STATISTICS ON

GOVERNANCE AND SECURITY 
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SOME KEY STATISTICS:

MAIN INDICATORS FROM

2022 to 2024
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